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for help, with the object of annexing the Low Countries. A
policy was needed to meet both dangers, and the one Elizabeth
followed - and for all her apparent opportunism, followed with
extraordinary steadiness - was the same in principle as that she
adopted for the Scottish problem at the beginning of her reign.
She wanted to maintain Spanish sovereignty in the Netherlands:
this would keep out the French. But she would maintain it with
the native nobility and local liberties so strong that Spain would
be unable to use the country as a base against England. She had
closed the postern gate of Scotland against her enemies. She was
now aiming at closing the strategic sea-gate of Flanders against
them.

It was of course essential to keep the Revolt going until Philip
tired of It and became tractable. But for the time being Elizabeth
could rely on the adventurous spirit and sympathy of her people
to furnish the rebels with volunteers and subscriptions. The
Netherlands became a military academy where Englishmen
learnt the art of war, as privateering in the Channel and on the
Spanish Main was a school of seamanship. In this way England
reaped the advantages of war without its cost; and the Queen
was able to observe the proprieties of her treaty with Philip.
When in November 1573, Alva gave place to a milder Governor,
sent - though without the necessary concessions - to make
peace, she pressed forward to mediate.

In the spring of 1574 there came a gathering of clouds with
the death of Charles IX. On this luckless youth, who had
escaped but once from his mother's leading-strings, had fallen
the nominal responsibility for the Massacre of St Bartholomew;
and popular story, with Its Instinct to point a moral or adorn a
tale* gave him a fitting death, troubling his nights and his days
with hideous dreams of massacred corpses that mocked at him
with their bloody faces. He was succeeded by his brother Henry
HI - the Duke of Anjou, once Elizabeth's suitor, and since those
days the darling of the Guise party. Elizabeth feared the worst
from such a King, and accordingly struck the chords of Spanish
friendship with vigour: * You understand full well - old wine,
old bread, and old friends should be valued, and If only to show